
M ar  o o n  C r e e k  T ra  i l      At the outlet of 

Maroon Lake you can begin an enjoyable hike 

that winds its way downstream along Maroon 

Creek, through rocky slopes, mountain mead-

ows, and aspen forests. Wildlife can often be 

seen along the trail. At the end of your hike, the 

bus will pick you up on Maroon Creek Road at 

the East Maroon Portal. Easy 3.2 miles one way

C rat   e r  La  k e  T ra  i l      For the more adven-

turous, this trail leaves the Maroon Lake Trail 

at the Deadly Bells Kiosk. This steep and rocky 

trail enters the Wilderness, climbing an ancient 

rockslide that holds Crater Lake (10,076'). 

Be prepared for thunderstorms and cooler

temperatures. Moderate  3.6 miles round trip

	 You can help protect this area by staying 

on trails, especially through meadows and 

tundra, and not shortcutting trail switchbacks. 	

	 Throughout the White River National 

Forest, many other scenic valleys also offer wil-

derness backcountry worth exploring. 

Ask at local National Forest offices for suggest-

ed trails and related information.

	 Aspen Ranger District • 806 West Hallam 	

	    Aspen, CO  81611 • 970/925-3445

	 Forest Conservancy • Box 3136 

	    Aspen, CO  81612 • 970/925-3445

Maroon Lake

Maroon Lake 

(9,580') pro-

vides one of the 

most memora-

ble scenes in the Rockies. The lake occupies a 

basin that was sculpted by Ice-Age glaciers and 

later dammed by landslide and rockfall debris 

from the steep slopes above the valley floor. 

Here you can picnic, fish, photograph, hike, 

stroll, or simply sightsee. 

	 There are several trails in the vicinity of 

the lake for you to enjoy:

M ar  o o n  La  k e  T ra  i l      Follow this short 

trail from either the bus stop or the parking lot 

to get closer to the lake and meadow. Examine 

the beaver lodge and look for their trails to the 

aspen trees, which they use for food and build-

ing materials. The trail along the lake is an 

easy, accessible hike for everyone. Easy

1 mile round trip

Sc  e n i c  L o o p  T ra  i l      The path starts at 

the upper end of the lake just past the bridge. 

This short trail into the Wilderness offers the 

sight and sound of a rushing stream, cascading 

waterfalls, and the quiet of a beaver pond hid-

den in the aspens. Easy 1.5 mile round trip

•

•

The Maroon Bells Bus Tour

To preserve the fragile ecosystem of the Maroon Bells, vehicle restric-

tions are in place on Maroon Creek Road during the summer.  From 

9am-5pm daily, all motorized vehicles are prohibited with the exception 

of overnight campers, ADA permitees and the RFTA Maroon Bells bus 

tour. Operated by the Roaring Fork Transportation Authority (RFTA), 

the bus tour provides visitors with a relaxed, scenic and educational 

trip from Aspen Highlands all the way to the Maroon Bells. 

G e tt  i ng   t o  A s p e n  H i gh  l an  d s  V i l l ag  e  Free shuttle (five 

trips/hour) from the Rubey Park Transit Center in downtown Aspen. 

Free parking is available at Aspen Highlands.

Sch   e d u l e  Tours run daily from mid-June through Labor Day. After Labor Day, service continues 

on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays through September. Bus tours depart Aspen Highlands Village 

base area every 20–30 minutes, 9 am–5 pm.

T i c k e t s  Admission tickets provide access to both the bus tour and the Maroon Bells.

Combination passes provide access to the bus tour, Maroon Bells and Silver Queen Gondola. 

Tickets are available at Rubey Park Transit Center in Aspen, and Four Mountain Sports in Aspen 

Highlands Village. Adults/$6 • Under 18/$4 • All ages Combination Pass/$27

More Information • 970/925-8484

www.rfta.com
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Map not to scale and should not be used for navigation in the field. 
Please consult the USGS 7.5 minute topographic quads shown here for trips into the backcountry.

The USDA is an 
equal opportunity 
provider and employer.


